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Chicago, IL -- Congressman Jesse L. Jackson, Jr. said tonight that he "cheered" Barack
Obama's "taking a giant step into the pages of history as the first African-American elected to
the United States Senate in the 21st Century, and the first African-American male Democrat to
serve in the nation's highest legislative body."

  

Jackson said, "Clearly the people of Illinois know they will be well represented by Barack
Obama. Now we're sending him to Washington so the entire nation can benefit from what many
of us have known for a long time: that Barack is a passionate public servant, a thoughtful
student of public policy and a principled bearer of the public trust."

  

Congressman Jackson joined Obama at his victory celebration, and took a moment to enjoy his
own win.

  

"I am honored by the support I constantly receive from the people I represent," Jackson said.
"We've made a great deal of progress on several important matters---including moving the third
airport closer to reality, securing funds that will help improve health care for millions of people in
Illinois as well as the entire nation, and maintaining our commitment to help solve international
crises like the situation in Darfur. I look forward to continuing to be of service to the Second
Congressional District of Illinois, and having Barack Obama in the United States Senate."
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